U.S. EPA Pacific Southwest Region 9

Community Grants Project Development and Application Checklist Federal Fiscal Year 2026

(Updated July 2026)

Welcome to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Community Grants program. Prior to EPA

awarding any funds, you must meet certain Federal requirements and submit an application through
grants.gov. Submitting a complete funding application generally takes many months because recipients
are required to fulfill statutory and regulatory requirements before EPA can award grant funding.

This checklist guides communities in the major application requirements and supplements the U.S. EPA
FY26 Community Grants Program Final Implementation Guidance, which provides detailed information

on each step. Use this checklist when communicating with EPA on the grant application progress. If you
have questions, please reach out to R9CommunityGrants@epa.gov.

Training

EPA Grants Management Training for
Applicants and Recipients: All new
applicants must complete this training.

New Recipient Training
Requirement

How to Develop a Budget: All new
applicants must complete this training.

New Recipient Training
Requirement

Registrations

SAM.gov: Complete registration in SAM.gov
SAM.gov and obtain a Unique Entity

Identifier (UEI). Please note, UElI numbers

expire every year and need to be renewed

annually.

Grants.gov: Complete registration in Grants.gov

Grants.gov to submit the workplan,
budget, and required forms.

Corrections & Waivers

Technical Corrections: If the project
description or recipient is not accurate,
contact EPA to discuss.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance p. 3 & Appendix C

Cost Share & Waiver: As needed, provide
written documentation substantiating how
the community meets the criteria.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance p. 4 -8



https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=1
https://www.epa.gov/grants/rain-2024-g01
https://www.epa.gov/grants/how-develop-budget
https://sam.gov/
https://www.grants.gov/register.html
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=4
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=5

Environmental, Cultural & Tribal Review

National Environmental Policy Act:
Provide appropriate documentation, such
as Categorical Exclusion, Environmental
Assessment, Environmental Impact
Statement. EPA reviews and adopts this
document.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance p. 9, 14 — 16,
Appendix F

Endangered Species Act: As needed,
provide appropriate information to EPA.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance p. 14 & Appendix F

National Historic Preservation Act:
Recipients are responsible for coordinating
with the State/Tribal Historic Preservation
Office and securing concurrence. Provide a
cultural resources assessment to EPA.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance p. 14 & Appendix F

State and Tribal Review/Consultation:
Consultation can be delegated to
recipients.

Coordinate with your EPA
Project Officer.

Workplan, Budget & Federal Forms

Application Forms & Attachments: All nine
(9) forms and materials identified in this
section must be submitted through
Grants.gov.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance Appendix D

How to Fast Track Your Grant
Application, EPA Region 9

Workplan: Develop a project workplan
using the guidance in Appendix E.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance Appendix E

Budget: Develop a budget in Standard
Form 424A (SF424A) and a budget detail.

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance Appendix D, p. 85

General Budget Development
Guidance for Applicants and
Recipients of EPA Financial

Forms: Complete these forms:
e Application for Federal Assistance
(SF 424)
e Budget Form for Non-Construction
Programs (SF424A)

FY26 Community Grants
Program Final Implementation
Guidance Appendix D

Forms are available on
grants.gov



https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=15
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=15
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=85
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=89
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=86
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-05/documents/applicant-budget-development-guidance.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=86
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=10
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2023-05/Fastrack%20Your%20Grant%20Application%20Package%20Approval%20508c%20%28May%202023%29.pdf#page=1

Indirect Cost Rate (This is only
needed if you include indirect costs
in your budget.)

e EPA Key Contacts (SF5700-4)

e Pre-Award Compliance Review
Report (EPA Form 4700-4)

e Certification Regarding Lobbying
(EPA Form 6600-06),

e Disclosure of Lobbying Activities

(Form SF-LLL).

Procurement Review

Federal Procurement Requirements: Work
with your EPA Project Officer to ensure
your procurement meets federal
requirements.

FY26 Community Grants

Program Final Implementation

Guidance p. 16 & Appendix F

Meeting: Schedule an initial 30-minute call with EPA staff at the link below.

Book Time — Region 9 Project Officer

Assistance: EPA’s Environmental Finance Center at Sacramento State University
can provide technical assistance related to the workplan, budget, and federal
forms. Contact efc@csus.edu to schedule time for assistance.

Additional Resources: EPA Community Grants Program website.



https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2026-05/fy26-community-grants-implementation-guidance.pdf#page=17
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Foutlook.office365.com%2Fbook%2FEPACommunityGrantsRegion9%40usepa.onmicrosoft.com%2F%3Fismsaljsauthenabled&data=05%7C02%7CBletz.Jillian%40epa.gov%7Cd049e636ebc44ce1987308dedc43204d%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639190378015989651%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Ar7TxrOKP6lPFEG8XDx7lpwITnrbijPMLxTYUrsD%2BSI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-water-infrastructure/epa-community-grants
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